
CREDIT CARD

Pioneer

First National Bank of San Jose, a heritage bank of BNP 
Paribas, helped lead the pack, introducing the first 
credit card in California in 1953. It called its product 
Cardoplate. An early advertisement proclaimed, 
“Ladies, Shop Without Money!” It said Cardoplate was 
available without fee and allowed holders to “make only 
a SINGLE payment once a month for all your monthly 
purchases.” Cardoplate was successful for nearly 
two decades; there were 135,000 holders by 1968. 
However, the rise of today’s large national credit 
cards was a death blow, and Cardoplate was eventually 
phased out. Today, when people’s wallets are filled with 
credit cards, it’s hard to imagine what a revolutionary 
idea Cardoplate was in its time.

ADVERTISING PROOF FOR NEWSPAPER CARDOPLATE CAMPAIGN, 
1953

FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF SAN JOSE PROMOTIONAL CALENDAR 
FEATURING CARDOPLATE, 1955

The first general-purpose credit in 
the United States is believed to have 
been introduced in 1950.
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